50 E4EFL S H 2

INRPR L

=X T HERAL 50 JAFERLERY VY ARY Y L

(SR TBICTXB 2 L

VURI AR

/Uy —=FIJ Ak
=7 ¢ 3—2—/ BB A

fth |
AAH

Yy
W

il

AT
DRI SRR 3 45

FEIREASHR « 151589 — 27 )L Worcal (&

IR RZAR A
s Bea b a— 2 1 4

INHRISZ LTI
WIRBER 2 4

SRR T DT KPR T DT KA

3 [EEXBEIFREI

STRRET D7 AT IR
ATE W =T 4 Y T

IR T R - @l L2 3 42

AN
il —
W T

Jennifer Elizabeth Band
Tran Thi Bich Phuong

NsE SR

-34-

MR IE EAA 14R

RRFRSIAB R SR 2 4F
NIRRT oA 2 4
IEPREBLC AR AR 24

RIAEHERARBAR KPR 34

il

wil

57



(AW AR =7 HRIEHRE, PHBREEROITRN T, L
AFF AP OEFEL EHEEOT & RFLELADAT DV AT L
ZfEALCRICT —~ Tl A M aE S EBLL L7,

i o B 2 B e [EIE R B AR A EC (BE P8 e K ) 1o o
=T AR —H—EBEAVL, Vr—FUAM L BRICHL VRV AR
ELTIBINNW & DO b o /e VU RU Y AEIRDELTZ,

PPRYANE ABKRTNAET & KRFEERIS, S VRYT LD
WO N EE R A AL E B LBV, 94 DS
N D3R E . BFA 240, JUNT2= 7 B2 Ko IR
DNLEERT V7 RPER R BRI LA TG AR ) (ot
BAEBREOL, M HIZEVELE,

50 Bl RS EHE

1. REHRBDFHHY EBRD/RYR MEDTZER

Linking young people / Gaza and Japan
Introduction
The Japan Committee for UNICEF was founded in 1955. It has
grown to become a leading institution for the advocacy of children’
s rights in Japan. For the last five consecutive years, the Japan
Committee has been the largest donor of private funds raised for
UNICEF around the world, contributing more than US$100 million
to UNICEF in 2003.
The Japan Committee works actively with a wide range of supporters,
including private individuals, local volunteer organizations, schools
and members of the business community throughout the country. It
also works closely with parliamentarians and government agencies
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to promote full implementation of the Convention on the Rights of
the Child.

Kurume UNICEF association

Kurume UNICEF Association is the first regional organization of the
Japan UNICEF committee established in Kurume-shi in 1967.

The Kurume UNICEF Association aims to promote international
understanding and to promote international cooperation of UNICEF
in order to contribute to the survival and welfare of children in the
world who will be responsible for tomorrow.

This year is the 50th anniversary of the Kurume Association,
they are planning to organize a special commemorative event on
September 29, 2017.

As part of the ceremony, Kurume UNICEF Association and UNICEF
State of Palestine- Gaza Field Office will organize a dialog linking
youth - University students and adolescents- from Gaza and Japan
together and provide them with the opportunity to meet and discuss.
Gaza- Japan youth exchange meeting

UNICEF Gaza Field Office and Kurume UNICEF Association will invite
around 10 youths from each side to participate in the meeting.
Kurume UNICEF Association will invite Mr. Akira Ikegami a famous
Japanese journalist to attend the meeting.

The meeting will mainly focus on bringing together young people,
youth leaders from Gaza and Japan and maybe some international
University students in Japan to discuss pertinent youth issues. Youth
have both special concerns and responsibilities in relation to the
environment crisis and problems around the world.

Date and time : 29th September 2017 9 AM.

Proposed Agenda for the meeting:

1-  Five minutes presentation on the future of global society
both from Gaza and Japan (Initial question to frame the
discussion will be shared in advance.)

2-  Open discussion on the future of the planet.

Gaza-Japan youth dialogue: framing questions for open
discussion (draft)

Situation:

Most of today's children and youth were born in the 21st century
and may have 100 years of life. However, the world created by
previous centuries will not guarantee their future. The disparity
between the riches and poor continues widening and global warming
and climate change intensifies, with man-made greedy system
of mass exploitation, energy-use, production, consumption, and
dumping. These are further exacerbated by discrimination, abuse,
conflict, and forced migration. The world in 2050, at the mid-point
of their life, may be already unbearably distorted by these mega
trends.

Question:

Can the children and youth of today secure their future and live up
to the 22nd century?

What they can do themselves?

What the world should do?

How SDGs will help secure our future?

Ager group : Young people aged from 15-25

Facilitators:
1- Mr. Jun Kukita in Japan (former senior UNICEF staff) .
2-  Mr. Mohammed Abusulaiman.

Other attendees
1-  Tania McBride - Chief of UNICEF office in Gaza-.
2- HE Takeshi Okubo- The Ambassador on Japan in
Palestine. (Pending confirmation)
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Action points:

1-  Mr. Jun Kukita will share questions to be asked for young
people.
2-  Mr. Jun Kukita to check the ability to connect via VTC.
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From Gaza

Can the children and youth of today secure their future and live
up to the 22nd century?

Young people in Gaza are not optimistic about their future, and they
believe that millions of children around the world will not secure
their life up to the 22nd-century due to :

1- Man-made crisis / 2- Climate change

3- Environmental pollution / 4- Drinking water crisis

5- Power crisis / 6- Poverty

7- Violence extremism / 8- Employment / 9- Quality of education

What they can do themselves?

People under 30 years represent at least 50% of the world
population. Youth and children are not only the leaders of tomorrow
but also the partners of today.

Youth are the front line agents of change. They have been active in
Gaza and the world be it war, politics, construction works; frontline
in disaster (and conflict) and refugee response (The hunger, desire,
motivation, determination and enthusiasm of youth can be positively
harassed to make positive change at household, community and
policy level. We believe that Youth must utilize their energy and
innovation to change the world for good. This could happen by being
educated and aware of the issues facing the world, and the skills
required for the 22™ century, and advocating for a better future.
Young people can contribute by volunteering, educating themselves
and others, standing for justice and equity, and working for the
betterment of the world.

What the world should do?
The current leaders of the world should work with youth to prepare

them for the coming future by :

1- Listening to them. / 2- Provide them a quality education

3- Involve them in the decision-making processes.

4- Provide them with free spaces.

5- Invest in them by giving them opportunities, by funding
programmes that promote youth initiatives (eg the startups)

6- Connect the youth around the globe.

7- Recognize their talents and energy.

How SDGs will help secure our future?

The Gaza 2020 report states that Gaza will be an unlivable place by
the year 2020. The youth of today are the leaders of tomorrow - and
they have an opportunity to effect change.

Youth in Gaza believe that all the SDGs are much needed to be
achieved to ensure action for a better quality of life before their
city becomes unlivable. These goals are to unite world leaders and
community members alike to help every citizen and every country
secure better quality of life. To succeed these goals needs to be
owned by the youth of today, the leaders of tomorrow and need
honest and passionate people to implement.
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From Japan

Can the children and youth of today secure their future and
live up to the 22nd century?

Responses to this question varied. Some said Yes and others
said No or Neither. Also, one said that although we may be
able to survive, we may not have the freedom of designing our
own lives.

Reasons for Yes : 1. SDGs and other global goals setting /
2. Improving World Peace Index / 3. Reduction of child
mortality and increase in life expectancy / 4. Improving
literacy rate and innovation such as internet

Reasons for No : 1. Terrorism and war / 2. Climate change /
3. Food shortage, and Excessive consumption / 4. Economic
disparity / 5. Nationalism and prioritizing national interests
/6. Discrimination

What they can do themselves?

Young people should be interested, involved and act on the
issues happening in other countries. There are many issues
such as conflict and environment, but we should know more
about the issue of disparity among riches and poor seems as
it relates to many other issues such as food and human rights
issues. We should also develop our own opinions for those
issues and communicate with others on those.

What the world should do?

We should not only think about our own generations but
also about our succeeding generations. We will be able to
connect ourselves broader issues such as global warming and
environmental degradation and can take action to stop them.

How SDGs will help secure our future?

SDGs are for all, both developing and developed nations.
Poverty is one of the root causes of many issues, so Goal 1.
Is important. Particularly poverty hampers young children
and young people develop to their full potential, as it affects
nutrition, health, education and other issues. SDGs help us
understand global issues, deepen our thinking, and plan to
take actions. We should take the lead in understanding and
promoting SDGs so that others, such as corporates and the
civil society, will take action on these goals.
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Otsu (deputy chair of 50th anniversary event
committee): Hello, everyone. My name is Otsu and I
am Kurume’s superintendent of education, a position
that has me overseeing that precious “asset that cannot
be stolen.” Thank you for waiting. It is time to get
the symposium started. We are linking this hall with
Palestine’s Gaza Strip so that the students here and
there, along with all the members of the audience, can
consider the theme of what we can do to achieve a
better global society.

We have asked Mr. Ikegami, who addressed us a little
while ago, to serve as a panelist and Mr. Kukita to serve
as coordinator.

K @ Thank you very much. Next, I would like to
have the participants in Gaza introduce themselves
before proceeding with presentations from the
participants in Japan. I have asked three people
to give brief presentations. After that, we will hear
presentations from the participants in Gaza, followed
by a Q&A session. That will be the general order of
the proceedings. To finish, we would like to have some
comments from Mr. Ikegami.

We'll be starting soon. Thank you.

Okay, may I ask Mohammed, can you hear us? Would
you introduce yourselves one by one, just maybe
name and age, if I can ask, or whatever. In a very short
manner.

S : Hello.

K : Yes, we can hear.

S : You can hear me well now?

K : Yes, this is much better now.

Hi there. Can you hear me?
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Yes, we can hearyou.

My name is Lisanne.* I nreally happy to be here today.

K : Yes, go ahead.

My name isKumara.*

My name is Hosein* -+

Hello, my nameis ---

Hello, my name is Mahmud* ---

Hi, my nameis -

Hi’ e

Hi, this is Zabir.*

Hi,Tam ---

My name is Tania McBride. I nthe --- field office in
Gaza.

K : Okay, thank you so much for your introduction. I
will ask our panelists to introduce themselves.

Hi, my name is Kohei Kojima. 18. Okay.
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Hi, my name is Kazuma Shimazaki. 23 old.

Hi, my name is Seiya Kawahara. Yeah.

Hi, my name is Chiaki Tazoe. I am 19 years old.
Hello, my name is Eiji Tomiyama. I am 17.

Hello, my name is Seika Sugiyama. I am 15 years old.

Hello, I am from Vietnam and currently studying in
Japan. I am 22 years old.

Hello, my name is Sachiko Matsuda. I am 14 years old.

Hello, my name is Jennifer. I am an American studying at
Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University. I am 20 years old.

Hello, I am Kota Matsuzaki. 17 years old.
Hello, my name is Momoka Ogata. [ am 16.

K : Okay, so let me start with the background
explanation to the audience. Can you hear us? Okay, but
this will be in Japanese, so just relax and listen to me.
Okay.

We posed the same questions to the participants in
Gaza and Japan. To provide a brief background for the
questions, the children of today, that is to say anyone
under the age of eighteen, would have been born
in 2000 or later. 2001 marked the start of the 21st
century, so most of the children alive now can be said
to be children of the 21st century. One notable thing
about them is that it is likely their life expectancy will
extend to 100 years or longer. This means many of
them will see the 21st century through to its end. As the
majority of them are likely to live that long, we asked
the question, “Can the children and youth of today
secure their future and live up to the 22nd century?”

Especially in today’s world, economic disparity is
increasing. Global warming is also progressing. Then
there are conflicts, refugees, discrimination---all of
these things are occurring. Because of global warming,
the so-called super typhoons keep getting stronger. The
United States, too, has been hit by multiple hurricanes
this month. These hurricanes were stronger than
ever before. At the same time, humans are producing
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all sorts of things, and there is both overproduction
and overconsumption, resulting in a huge volume of
waste--this is a constantly repeating pattern. And yet
something has to be done to halt global warming. It we
go on like this, children born in 2000, when they reach
the middle of their lives in 2050, what sort of lives will
they be able to lead? They will likely face tremendous
difficulties.

Today, we would like to hear from the youths of both
Japan and Gaza about what they feel and how they
think about the future.

Okay, thank you. I have just finished my introduction,
so [ will ask Japanese panelists, three of them, to make
very brief presentation. Can you hear us?

Miss Ogata, may we start with you?

Ogata : I think that children and youth won't be able
to live peacefully in the future if we don’t do anything.
Securing the peaceful future by putting an end to war
is quite different from living a life they want to. I think
the most important thing is to know the world situation.
We should know about the areas with conflicts and the
possibilities of conflicts from now on. Especially, what
we must know is about the gap between the rich and
the poor because this problem is connected to many
other problems. For example, the world food problems
and human rights issues. And we have to send out much
information by SNS. Then we should write not only
the world situation, but also our idea. We should think
about not only ourselves, but also the next generation.
And then it will be connected to controlling global
warming and environmental pollution. The same thing
is true of the nation. Today, the nations which think
about only themselves are outstanding. But I think this
action will make the gap between the rich nation and
the poor nation, so the nations should cooperate with
each other. I think the most important item is let's get
rid of poverty and SDGs. Poverty leads to increasing
suicides among the youth, and some children can’t
receive good education because of poverty, but if we
can get rid of it, we can remove hunger. As [ explained,
if we can get rid of poverty, we can solve quite a few
problems. Thank you for listening.

K : Thank you, but did you, could you understand what

she said? Was that clear to you? Yeah, we have also
sent you the messages, the main part of the message is
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from her, so maybe that's enough. I will ask the second
person, Mr. Matsuzaki, to make his point. It'll be shorter.

Matsuzaki : Environmental issues are problems
between people of today and people of future, but we
can't talk with them because they are not born yet, and
it is why these issues are very difficult to solve. Well,
I proposal we should establish a new subject, future
history, in school. Now, we have history, where we
study what happened in the past. Then, in this subject,
we will think about what will happen in the future.
The reason is that both studying the past and thinking
about the future are important. By taking history and
future history, people of today will have views of people
of future and speak for them. Then we could take a step
forward on issues that will affect our future generations.
Thank you for listening.

K : Okay, so Jennifer, it's your turn please.

Jennifer : Good afternoon. So we all came here to talk
about our future. I believe that while it may be difficult
to reach, the future is bright. Contrary to what we all
seem to think, the world is actually more peaceful
that it has ever been. The 2017 global peace index
found that the world is 0.28% more peaceful than it
was from the previous year, and while that seems like
a laughable number, it is improvement. In terms of
quality of life, infant mortality rates are decreasing, life
expectancy is increasing, and literacy rates are growing
all around the world. These are all small steps toward
a positive change. However, youths still need to take
more political action, and not be so indifferent to our
future. And global leaders need to make, need to work
together to create a better example. To that, we need
to constantly fight for a brighter future, and to that end
sustainable development goals were created, to lay out
steps that need to be taken in order to reach a perfect
world. Fully reached they create a sort of utopia where
injustice and violence and poverty don't exist. The truth
is, I don't think that sustainable development goals
will ever be fully reached in our lifetime. I think that
injustice will always exist. But I don't think that means
that we should stop fighting to reach these goals.
However small steps we take, whatever goals we reach |
think will make a difference in the quality of our world.
Thank you.
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K : Thank you, Jennifer.

Jennifer is extremely optimistic about the way the world
is going, or at least says we need to be optimistic. But
she says young people have to become more politically
active. She says the SDGs make very good indicators,
and that everyone should work toward fulfilling them.
Okay, so three panelists have made their short
intervention. Now, can we hear your presentation or
intervention at this point?

S @ So can we start with Tania McBride, the head of
the United Nations Children's Fund in Gaza. She want to
say something for you.

K : Yes, please.

McBride : Thank you and good morning to everyone or
konban wa. I hope you are all genki desu ka? It's a real
pleasure to be here with you virtually in Japan from
Gaza. And excuse our electricity issues, we have been
suffering for the past year. In fact the last twenty years.
It's a very exciting day because we have a lot of really
-+ young people here with you -+ from Gaza, and they
really---the future of Gaza and Palestine, and so [ am not
going to take too much time in speaking. We can’t move
easily from Gaza outside to Jerusalem or the West Bank
or foreign countries like Japan, so it's a real privilege
to ---move virtually and to meet you. I just want to say
finally one last thing. We really appreciate in Gaza and
Palestine the support of the Japanese people and the
Japanese government. We had a visit last year from -
and they really talked to us about how Japan had done
so much around the millennium development goals,
and now the SDGs. ‘- experienced some of the conflicts
that we are experiencing now and gave us hope for how
to come out of them. So we are coming to you from a
position of hope and, as I said, many thanks for this
opportunity.

K : Thank you. Let me explain your words briefly to
the Japanese audience, and konnichiwa.

We just had a greeting from the head of UNICEF’s
Gaza field office. She says the young people of Gaza
are unable to leave the area because of the blockade,
so she is very pleased they have this opportunity to
communicate with the outside world. It gives them
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hope. She also said she wants to express her thanks
to Japan for their support. She is grateful that the
Japanese government and the Japanese people have
continued their support for the children of Gaza and of
Palestine.

K : Okay, so now can we listen to the young people?

S : Actually, we don't have like one presentation from
each. It will be like discussion between all of them.
They will say some points about each question and
each point of discussion. We'll be starting by Ha--*,
who was supposed to come to Japan this month, but
unfortunately because of the closure and blockade, he
is not getting his permit to go out to Japan to study.

Ha--* : Hi, my name is, as I said before, Ha--*. I am very
pleased to meet you today via Skype, virtually. We're
connecting today because of only one reason, putting
our hands together for the sake of a shining future. Gaza
---place of suffering:--generous contributions from such
---about people on the other
side of the world. Maybe I would not be speaking today
without the opportunities and the possibilities I have
been exposed to because of Japan. My first scientific
competition I have ever participated in was funded
by -+ Japan. So you can image how that changed me.
Perhaps most people:--today. So I just want to say thank
you, Japan, for all the --- Nothing --- belief, just because
they are humans. --- human functions:--so grateful for
what you have --- and not just me
Gaza a place for --- About my opportunity in Japan -
to complete my high school in Japan. And until now I
didn't get my permit to be able to travel and go to ---two
years of high school in Japan. But that’s so frustrating,
but I hope I can be in Japan maybe next month. That's it.
Thank you very much.

countries that care much

-+ [ really wish -

K : Thank you very much. The sound is still not
perfect, but we really appreciate that you have
appreciated the opportunities. So just let me briefly
explain what you have said.

I could not catch everything he said, but he mentioned
that the blockade is preventing him from coming to
Japan to study. He said he still hoped to have such an
opportunity in the future. Other than that, I am not sure
what he said, but shall we move on to the next person?
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We distributed an overview of the comments from the
Gaza participants, so [ hope you will have a look at that
as well. I think that will give you an idea of the difficult
situation in Gaza.

Okay, so please, is any other person making a
presentation?

Lisanne* : Hi everyone, it's Lisanne.* Actually, about
our topic today, I am talking about the topic of can the
children and youth of today secure their future and live
up to the 22nd century. So my opinion is that the idea
of the 22nd century sounds really hard to believe and
to be discussed. So that we believe that we cannot live
---the year of 2100, and it's hard to say
us as a nation -+ occupation, poverty, pollution, and -
Why? Because while we are ‘- there is about 6 million
- are almost suffering starvation, and it looks stronger

-+ especially

than the strongest one in their future or in their history,
which falls in 2011 and killed half a million people. So
the solution is in our hands, but we need almost 600
million dollars, and what have the world now give is
just a third of this money, so that we --- if it isn't related
to our countries or our wants or needs. Another thing
about Syria, the civil war in Syria has pushed about
-++ are just being
-+ many people or many parties entered that

6 million refugees out of their lands
killed
war just because of their needs and wants, just because
they want to sell weapons or they want to have oil
or have land all over the world. But no parties of the
strong countries in the world entered to solve the problem.
It's such a greedy, dirty war -~ And another thing, for
example in Myanmar, about 23,000 refugees called
Rohingya --- In Gaza, in 2014, war --- 365 kilometers -
Gaza --- so that it’s like a dirt war and a dirty war that
cannot solve anything.

K : Thank you so much. Let me just briefly explain.
Again, I could not hear you perfectly, but I got some
points.

She was saying that with the current situation in Gaza, it
is difficult to be optimistic about the future. The people
of Gaza are struggling with a number of challenges,
including poverty and hunger, and these things have
been brought about in large part by the blockade.
Another thing she said was that the current situation
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in Syria, as with the issues in Palestine, seems to have
been brought about by extremely greedy people who do
not think of the people they may be hurting.

Okay, so thank you so much. Any other presentation?

S ! Yes, we still have many.
K : Go ahead.

Tareqg* : So hi, I am Tareq,* as I mentioned before.

Okay, so I'm answering about the same question that
.-+ before, so I will start from our side,
from our internal situation, that as she mentioned, Gaza

my friend has
is living a bad situation and ---

Then, I was like saying that I will start from our
situation, rather than the outside situation. First of all,
like, we are living as my friend mentioned, about the
situation, that we have a bad ‘- and a lot of words that
is not equal, and there is a lot of destruction in our land
and our community. So we're losing a lot of chances and
a lot of souls during the past years, and we have lost a
lot of resources and a lot of, like, life basics to live. So
I don't think that our youth is going to make it to the
22nd century because we are not having any sense of
hope to give more to this world or to this planet because
we can't give anything to ourselves so we can’'t make
it more. I believe it is like that for many reasons. Our
youth are committing suicide because they don't have
anything to live, they don't have a reason to live, they
don't have the basics and the opportunities. Many of us
have lost a lot of opportunities because of occupation.
Many of us have lost a lot of working experiences and
study opportunities, like as Ha--* mentioned. I will go
bigger now. My answer is definitely no, that nobody
in this world can make it also to the 22nd century or
the 23rd century because everything is happening
nowadays in this world is leading to destroying the
upcoming generation’s future because everything the
world does nowadays is jeopardizing children’s and
youths’ future, starting from the relation between each
country and the decisions which are made by them like
the decision made by North Korea to destroy the world
with their rockets. Political issues are making it so
hard to have a sense of hope, having a good future, like
which lead us to bigger wars and destruction between
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countries which also means less resources all over the
world and which means that the upcoming generation
don’ thave the resources that we are having nowadays
and that we have lost the resources that our ancestors
had in the pasttime.

The world, in my opinion, is heading for nowhere; we
are not knowing where we are going. It may sound a
little bit pessimistic and so hard, but believe me it is
true that anything, any little decision and any little issue
that happen may cause a big destruction in the world,
and I believe in the butterfly effect theory, which says if
a butterfly moves its wings in the Far East it may cause
a hurricane in the Far West, so I believe that every
decision i1s made, it may cause a big destruction in the
future. It could make it on the other hand, maybe, as a
person, I believe in miracles, so maybe a miracle can
come up and make the world beautiful and full of peace
as we hope, but I don’ tthink so.

K : Thank you so much. Now we can hear you much
better. And thank you for your advice, technical advice.
I heard that your machines were made in Japan, but
we have the problem using it. Okay, let me just briefly
explain your presentation to the Japanese audience.

He says that as the current situation has become so
drawn out, the number of suicides has been increasing
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among the youth of Gaza because they have lost so
many opportunities and have little hope for the future.
He says that from his perspective, it seems that there
are many global political issues that must be resolved.
He offered the North Korean missiles as an example.
War is the only outcome if no resolutions are found.
He says that his generation does not have all the
resources that their ancestors had and that even less is
likely to be passed to the next generation. However, in
his conclusion, he said that if we take action, we may
be able to bring about miracles. He said it would be
wonderful if we could manage that.

Okay, so any other presentation? Yeah, now we can
hear you very well, so it's much more clear.

Omar* : Okay, hello, I am Omar,* as I said before. I want
to say about what the world should do. I think, as we said
before --- youth and children are not only the leaders of
tomorrow, but also the -+ of today. But according to the
-+ in the Middle East and in North Africa of over
90% of children lives at countries that suffered from
conflicts. I think national governments must commit
themselves to protect the rights of the children and to
agree to take the responsibility for --- obligation --- the
international community. The international community
must connect the youth around the world, develop
and limit all politics and depending on the children
children and youth, and we must know that the children
have the same rights as adults. However, they are the
weakest and there are -+ need of special protection
and to rid them of hunger --- neglect and ill treatment,
ensuring --- and then all children will enjoy a good
quality of life as a right and not a privilege enjoyed by a
few.

news

K : Okay, thank you so much.

He says that not only are children and youths the
leaders of tomorrow, but they have their own opinions
even now, so we should be listening to them more.
He says that things can improve if we listen more
to the children and youths. I believe this opinion is
summarized near the bottom of the overview that was
handed out today.Okay, so now because we heard from
each side, both sides, can we start the Q&A or do you
want, anyone want to make a presentation, a short one?
Okay, how many of you now?
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S : Just one.
K : Just one. Okay, fine.
Ha--* : Okay, so this is Hac* again. I want to tell about

The best way we can do to solve
everything is for education, because an education

how we can do---

person will be aware of other cultures and other
people and will have enough information about them
and so he realizes that they are people like him, and
he has the motivation to help, so even if we haven't
enough opportunities for education, we must seek for
it. So anyways, like for the internet or any other ways,
learning from people. So that's my point.

K : Thank you so much. Yes, well we just heard our
speaker, previous speaker, about the education.

He reiterated the importance of education. He says
that education can lead to the resolution of a range
of problems. He seems to be saying that gaining
opportunities for education is critical.

Okay, now can we move on to the Q&A session, asking
questions from each side. Can we start from our side?
Maybe one question, they might ask you about the
situation in Gaza as well. Is that okay?

S : Yeah.

K : Okay, so I will ask one of the panelists. She will ask
about, yeah, well let’s listen to her. Okay, she’s ready
with English. So please listen to her question.

Tazoe : I'm study about childcare. That's why I would
like to know about the life of the children in Gaza.
Please tell us about the current situation of Gaza’s
childcare and the education environment.

K : Okay, maybe we--- Okay, so she is studying
childcare, so she wants to know what's the childcare
situation like in Gaza. Can anyone answer to that
question?

Zabir* : Hello, everyone, this is Zabir.* Actually
childcare is one of like the most things that we care
about because we care about children. They are the
future generation. With regard to the childcare, the
main thing that we care about which is what we are
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working on are like hospitals, and through hospitals and
education. Despite we don thave that much of facilities,
we don' thave that much of like access to many services
and many like education and even opportunities, we are
doing the best here with our scarce resources and with
our limited resources. For example, for the education,
we have some like our master s degree holders from
abroad, they came here and they use their own
methodology through the ones they get from abroad
to improve the situation here in Gaza. However, with
regard to the hospital access, due to the closure, some
of the children here, they cannot travel to get access to
like medicine and other hospitals, other like needs they
need from abroad because we don' t have everything
here in Gaza. So f slike we have two sides of this, we
have good and we have bad. With regard to the good,
we are trying our best to continue with it, and improve
it. With regard to like the bad things, we are trying to
limit its effects within our limited resources. However,
sometimes our limited resources and our limited access
to such services really affects the improvement into
where we are going to go ahead.

S : I may have a point as well here. You know, five
years ago the child mortality in Gaza was very high, but
with some support from the government and the people
of Japan, UNICEF managed to establish a newborn
incubator inside one of the biggest hospitals in Gaza,
and it decreased the percentage significantly during the
last five years. Unfortunately, these days because of the
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electricity crisis, it doesn’t work probably, so we are not
able to provide the services as we want, and we depend
most of the time on referring the cases to the outside
countries to receive medical services, due to the lack
of advanced equipment and facilities in Gaza, but even
this referral to the outside, it is facing huge and major
challenges with the incubation, as they deny sometimes
children for security reasons. But this is the case when
it comes to education for example, at least 190 schools
got damaged partially or totally during the 2014 war.
Until now, we didn’'t manage to fix or rehabilitate all
of it. So this is the case for now. Of course, the other
aspects are very affected, especially when we talk about
the drinking water and pollution and so on. Thank you.

K : Thank you for the explanation. Let me explain this
to the panelists and also to the audience.

The question was about childcare in Gaza. The answer
was that they are doing everything they can, but there
are a lot of serious issues. The facilities are inadequate
and there is not enough money to keep them operating.
There is also not enough cooperation on childcare.
However, there has been some improvement thanks to
outside support. Also, several years ago Japan supplied
Gaza with an incubator for newborns, and since that
time the child mortality rate in Gaza has dropped
rapidly. However, there is only limited electricity
available at the moment, resulting in recurrent
blackouts, so the incubator cannot be used to the extent
it should be.

Okay, so that was my explanation. I hope that I could
convey everything to you, everything what you have
said. Okay, do you have any question to the Japanese
students?

S ! Can you continue taking the questions from your
side, and when you finish, we move to the Gaza side?

K : That's fine. We, however, have only six minutes
more. Actually, three minutes more before we complete.
So although I think maybe students have more
questions, we would also like to hear from your side, at
least one question if you could choose one.

Mahmud* : Hello, my name is Mahmud*... I am just
interested in the educational aspect, and I want to
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ask you about how you could mix the education, your
system here in Japan, by extracurricular activities, like
how you can carry the creativity activities. So I want
to say about, want you to tell more about the situation,
how you improve the extracurricular activities, how you
can mix education by entertainment in your schools,
and how we can make many procedures in order to
improve our education system. Thank you.

K : Yeah. Unfortunately, the sound was not good.
Maybe you are too far from the microphone, so can you
repeat, or maybe, Mohammed, can you summarize?

S @ So he was asking about the educational system in
Japan, how you link entertainment with the curricula,
and how you provide learning opportunities with,
you know, an active way of doing it by providing
extracurricular activities and so on. So he is asking
about the mixing between education and entertainment,
so learning by fun or learning by exercising or learning
by doing even.

K : Yeah, I did not fully understand, but you said that
you wanted to know about Japanese education system
and how Japanese education is provided to children? Is
that what you want to hear, or any particular point?

S ! This is half of the question. The other half, how you
link education with entertainment, how the education
become an entertainment adventure for children.

K : Yeah, that's very clear.

The question was about making education fun. (to

panelists) Can any of you give any examples of how
education is made to be enjoyable?

Well, it seems that the Japanese education is not really
entertaining.

Yes, go ahead please.

J :Tam going to answer in Japanese. This has not been
fully implemented yet in Japanese school education,

-62-

B L 720D HATIIEE &G0 EEE)
EESEMEGEIETVENENSTETT, ED
XOCFINER RSB L ETH 2 K THE &
BERA &S 05 TG I TVWETH 2 HEH
B2 EABRFIETHET NI DTLL D
m?

HOMESTEVE LTz,
AKRE BV, EETIH, HErMECELE

Lice 200, XAUDLENTETT, &5 —
JEEIM. HBEHNEENARETA, BERLTL
nNExIHn?

ENAR BHIZHADHBEHEIZONTT
T o &9 0o TR Z BEMIRITHE T 5 h,
E 95X THEME 2 TGRS RINEINCAS O
F B0 HIFHEE LBROBEICDONWTHE 2
WDTT, FIAEE, UAGWNSMET 5, i#
FLAD ST 5. 23R EN 252010 5.
RETT,

AARKEH X< OhEENSTZOTITH, HEAD
HEREZICOVWTENTWEITM?2ZFNE L,
& o RO TIH?

ENAR BHOYDIEHADHERE T,
&I E, EIRo THE LR E RO
00, FELIEBICE ST, E50-THE
RLUWERICT HDh, LWV T L TT,
AAKRH v, bbb FEL.

B THATIE, E50o>THEEZRLWVLE
DICLTWVEITNIEND T ERATTN 0N
FUANC) ES5TIh, HSADHNS T
SV A LR TWET ] LhIEXITS
CEiFTEEIN?

B, HAOHBIFZATICHBEL HRWHMATZD
T9 1,

BWESZ, BEWVWLET,

BEM HAHRTEAXT, HADZEKHAE T
E. XEARINTIZTEA SN TOEREAN, [



but a decision has been made to employ active learning.
This can include a lot of different methods, but perhaps
the important thing is that rather than simply listening
in a passive manner to the teacher, the students
exchange opinions among themselves to deepen their
understanding of one another, thereby learning new
things. I believe the implementation of active learning
will make education more fun and interesting.

K : Thank you very much. That is a very good example.

So I will translate his Japanese question into English,
okay? Okay, so this is not fully implemented in Japan,
but the Japanese government and people are trying
to introduce and spread what we call active learnings.
With this learning method, students will not just listen
to teachers, what they teach, but more children or
students themselves talk to each other on certain issues,
and then have much deeper and enjoyable learning, and
this is what we are going to adopt. Yeah, so that's what
will be happening. It has not yet happened in Japan yet.
Are you happy with the answer?

G : Another question, it may sound similar to the last
question, about the scientific research, I know that
scientific research is the source of country’'s food, and
it is the central factor for developing our country. So
in Gaza our government don't bear - for teaching
scientific research seriously in school, so they just make
.-+ like another subjects. I am asking how you teach
scientific research, what is the principle, do you teach it
.-+ that I believe. I just want to, just my point. How you
can deal with scientific research, because we want to
learn from your experience.

K : He says he thinks scientific research is very
important. He wants the youth of Gaza to be able to
participate in scientific research and asks what people
in Japan think about such research. I believe when he
says scientific research, he is including basic research.
You don’t understand what I mean by basic research
either? Mr. Ikegami, how can I explain this?

Ikegami : Is this about primary, secondary, or higher
education? It is not really clear--
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K : I will ask for clarification.

So, are you talking about higher education, or primary
and secondary education? Which one?

G : This is my point. I mean that, in Gaza scientific
research is stuff like for the higher education, for
someone like to take a master’s degree or BS degree.
But the right thing is to mix the scientific education as
a principle from the youth from the young people to
learn it, because it is the most important factor to build
their personality, to direct them to the right destination
that they can make -+ the future --- I am asking do you
-+ as a principle or as a requirement in the //

K : Gaza must be experiencing another blackout. I
believe his point was that it is important to start such
research from as young an age as possible. The earlier
they start, the more they can learn and progress.

Ikegami : I would just like to ask, does everyone here
know what sort of place Gaza is and what the conditions

are like there?

K : Actually, I think most are hearing about this today
for the first time and are just imagining what it is like.

(connection with Gaza reestablished)

S : We are very sorry. We had an electricity cut as
usual.
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K @ Yes, well, thank you very much. You asked the
right question, but probably it would take another
hour to answer to that, but I think all of us agree that
the scientific research capacity should be developed
from earlier ages. That's what we think. And maybe
we should not stop here with this dialogue and should
continue so that we can ask more questions and with
your fifty questions we can still discuss in the future.
But today, because of the limited time, let us finish here,
and then I will get in touch with Mohammed again to
find another opportunity so that the youth of Gaza and
Japan could be connected again and probably again.
Okay, now we have a message from the Kurume UNICEF
association and words of thanks.

Watanabe : We would like to thank everyone from
Gaza and Kurume who took part in today’s event for
their wonderful exchange of opinions. Though this was
only a brief opportunity, we are pleased you, who were
born in different countries and grew up in different
environments, were able to make this such a meaningful
discussion regarding what we can do to achieve a better
global society.

We hope even the students who couldn’t join us on
the stage today will go back to their schools, tell their
peers about today’s discussion, and continue that
discussion with them. Today's subject is, after all, so
very important to your future. For our global society to
continue in peace, your wisdom will certainly be tested.
We also express our greatest appreciation to Mr.
Ikegami for his enlightening presentation and to
Mr. Kukita and Mr. Sulaiman for their assistance in
preparing for and coordinating the symposium. It was
very kind of the three of you to take time out of your
busy schedules to be with us today. Thank you.

K : So thank you very much, Gaza. What she said is
that let us continue with this dialogue, and we will have
more opportunities. So thank you very much. I hope we
are still connected. Thank you so much. Thank you.

Thank you, everyone. I got the feeling that it is
really difficult to connect with distant places. And of
course there is the fact that we are using English and
Japanese both. I do not think everything was conveyed
adequately. Nevertheless, I do think everyone got a
sense of just what talking to such a faraway place as
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Gaza entails. Well, Mr. Ikegami, may be have a final
comment from you?

Ikegami : It seems to me now that we probably should
have started with an explanation as to what sort of place
the Gaza Strip is, before starting the conversation with the
participants in Gaza. That would no doubt have helped
everyone understand better. Gaza is situated inside Israel.
As a result of four Arab-Israeli wars, Israel has occupied
the West Bank, by the River Jordan, and the Gaza Strip,
two territories claimed by the State of Palestine. As a
result of negotiations, the Oslo Accords recognized the
two territories as being self-governed by the Palestinian
people. However, to this day the West Bank has not been
given adequate autonomy and large portions are still
occupied by Israel. The Gaza Strip is bordered on the
south by Egypt and on the west by the Mediterranean.
The Israeli defense forces have withdrawn entirely
from the Gaza Strip and self-government delivered to
the people of Palestine, but within the autonomous
government, there is intraparty conflict between
moderate and fundamentalist elements. Currently the
Gaza Strip is ruled by the fundamentalist Hamas. Israel
expressed concern that Hamas would engage in terrorism
and therefore built a barrier along its land border with
the Gaza Strip. They built a concrete wall seven meters
tall, enclosing the Gaza Strip as if it were a prison. Those
living in the Gaza Strip cannot cross into Israel. At the
same time, if they try to leave via the Mediterranean, the
Israeli navy is waiting for them offshore to prevent that.
It could be said that the Gaza Strip is effectively inside a
vast prison. The people are not able to leave freely. They
cannot leave the area at all without special permission. I
have been to the Gaza Strip myself, and it really is very
much like visiting a prison.

Incidentally, as you just heard, the people of Gaza can
generally speak English. Precisely because they cannot
leave the Gaza Strip, they have a strong desire to be
connected with the outside world. This is why they study
English, the de facto common international language. The
official language, used on a daily basis, is Arabic, but they
are very good at using English. Precisely because they
are unable to get out into the world, they have a strong
desire to be connected to it. They also have an intellectual
curiosity about what Japan is like, and they really want
to learn about it. This desire---I think you could sense
that it is a kind of hunger. In addition, because Israel has
established an economic blockade, there is an oil shortage
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in Gaza. Since oil is used in electricity generation, they are
unable to make adequate electricity, resulting in ongoing
blackouts. Even in this situation, they keep studying. In
Japan, we are able to travel freely and have all manner of
comforts, but perhaps we take these things too much for
granted. [ hope that today’s discussion has given you a
window into the thinking of those living in the Gaza Strip.
Oh, we have some photographs. This is the barrier on
the border between Israel and the Gaza Strip. Israel calls
it a fence, but that is not really what it is. It is a wall. It is
made of concrete some three or four meters thick and
seven meters tall, and it extends along the entire border.
If anyone tries to go over the wall, there are drones to
prevent this. Despite this, they still want to connect with
the outside world. I would like you to be aware of this.

K : Thank you very much. I think we will wrap this up
now. I would like to express my thanks to the panelists.
[ wish we had more time for questions. Ms. Ban, thank
you very much. And thank you to everyone who came
today.

Watanabe : Thank you very much. I think some of the
participants today must be in the middle of midterms.
At this important time, we appreciate your taking
the time to address these important issues. We also
appreciate Mr. Kukita’'s help in coordinating this event.
Mr. Ikegami, too, we appreciate your coming here
to speak to us today and help us to understand the
situation in Gaza. We are very pleased that you could
take the time to join us.

The Kurume UNICEF Association is celebrating 50 years
since its inception, and we look forward to embarking
on a journey that will carry us through another 50
years. We inherited the noble ideas and devotion of the
founder and it is our desire to pass them on to the next
generation.

I have no doubt that the participants that joined us
today will be the leaders of the next generation. Please
work hard toward that goal. And again, thank you very
much for being here today.
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